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PASSION FROM MARK FOR 2017 

 

Mark 14:1-11 

 

Jordan: It was two days before the Passover. The religious leaders 

were looking for a way to arrest Jesus in secret and kill him; but they 

didn’t want to do it during the festival, fearing a riot among the 

people. 

 

Anne B: Jesus was at Bethany, 

 

Bill Moore: in the house of Simon the leper. 

 

Barbara L: As Jesus sat at the table, a woman came in with an 

alabaster jar of very costly ointment. She broke open the jar and 

poured the ointment on Jesus’ head. 

 

Anne B: But some were there who said in anger: 

 

Bill Moore: “Why was the ointment wasted in this way? This ointment 

could have been sold for a great deal of money which we could 

have shared with the poor!” 

 

Barbara L: But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? 

She has performed a loving service for me. You always have the 

poor with you and can show kindness to them whenever you wish; 

but you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she 

as anointed my body before its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the 

good news is proclaimed in the whole world, this story will be told in 

remembrance of her.” 

 

Shelly: Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the 12, went to the chief 

priests in order to betray Jesus to them. When they heard it, they 

were greatly pleased, and promised to pay Judas. So he began to 

look for an opportunity to betray Jesus. 
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Mark 14:26-51 

 

Jordan: The night after they ate the Passover supper, Jesus and the 

disciples went out to a garden on the Mount of Olives. 

 

Nancy C: Jesus said to them, “You will all desert me in the end, for as 

the scriptures say, ‘I will strike the shepherd and the sheep will be 

scattered.’ But after I am raised, I will go before you to Galilee.” 

 

David C: Peter said, “Even if everyone else leaves you, I won’t.” 

 

Kathy C: Jesus said, “Peter, before dawn tomorrow, before the 

rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 

 

David C: But Peter said strongly, “Even if I must die with you, I will not 

deny you.” And all the rest of the disciples said the same thing. 

 

Shelly: They went to a place called Gethsemane, where Jesus asked 

his disciples to sit while he went off to pray with Peter, James and 

John. Jesus was so distressed. 

 

Nancy C: Jesus said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; 

remain here with me and keep awake!” 

 

A cantor sings once then whole congregation sings three times: Stay 

with me, remain with me, Watch and pray. 

 

Kathy C: And going a little farther away, Jesus threw himself on the 

ground and prayed that, if possible, this struggle might pass. 

 

Nancy C: Jesus said, “Abba, for you all things are possible; remove 

this cup from me. (silent pause) Yet not what I want, but what you 

want.” 
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Kathy C: Jesus returned and found them sleeping, and he said to 

Peter: 

 

David C: “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one 

hour? Keep awake and pray that trials may not come to you! The 

spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

 

Nancy C: And again, Jesus went away and prayed. 

 

David C: Once more he came and found them sleeping, for they 

were exhausted. They didn’t know what to say to Jesus. 

 

Kathy C: After doing this once more, Jesus said to them “Are you still 

sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; I am 

betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going! My 

betrayer is at hand.” 

 

Jordan: Immediately, while Jesus was still speaking, Judas arrived, 

and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the 

religious leaders.  

 

Cheryl D: Now Judas, the betrayer, had given them a sign saying, 

“The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away with 

guards.” So when Judas came, he went up to Jesus right away and 

said, “Teacher!” and kissed him.” 

 

Tony P: Then the guards grabbed him and arrested him. But one of 

the disciples drew his sword and cut of the ear of a slave of the high 

priest. 

 

Cheryl D: Jesus said to them all, “Have you come out with swords 

and clubs to arrest me as though I were a common criminal? Day 

after day I was with you in the Temple, teaching, and you did not 

arrest me! But come, let it be as it was foretold in the scriptures.” 
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Tony P: All of them deserted Jesus and ran away.  

 

All Sing: Stay with me 

 

Mark 14:52-72 

 

Jordan: They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the religious 

leaders were assembled. Peter had followed at a distance, and he 

was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire in the 

courtyard of the house. 

 

Anne B: Now the whole council was looking for testimony against 

Jesus to put him to death, but they found none. Many gave false 

testimony, but their stories did not agree.  

 

Bill M: Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus: 

”Have you no answer to this testimony against you?” But Jesus was 

silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him: “Are you 

the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 

 

Barbara L: Jesus said, “I am; and you will see the Son of Man seated 

at the right hand of the Power and coming with the clouds of 

heaven.” 

 

Bill M: Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still 

need witnesses? You have heard his blasphemy! What is your 

decision?” 

 

Anne B: All of them condemned Jesus as deserving death. Some 

began to spit on him. They blindfolded him and began to hit him, 

saying to him, “Prophesy!” The guards also beat him. 

 

Shelly: While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant 

girls came by. When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at 

him. 
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Cheryl D: “You were also with Jesus, the man from Nazareth!” she 

said. 

 

Tony P: But Peter denied it, saying, “I don’t know what you are 

talking about.” 

 

Jordan: As he went out into the front of the house, the cock crowed. 

 

Cheryl D: The servant girl, however, began to say to others, “This man 

is one of them!” 

 

Tony P: Again, Peter denied it. 

 

Cheryl D: After a little while, the group again said to Peter: “Surely 

you were with Jesus, for you are a Galilean.” 

 

Tony P: But Peter cursed at them and vowed “I do not know this man 

you are talking about!” 

 

Shelly: At that moment, the cock crowed a second time. 

 

Cheryl D: Then Peter remember what Jesus had said to him. “Before 

the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 

 

Tony P: And Peter broke down and sobbed. 

 

 

 

 

Mark 15:1-15 

Jordan: As soon as it was morning, the religious leaders held a 

consultation. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over 

to the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate. 
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Kathy C: Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

 

David C: Jesus answered him, “You say so.” 

 

Nancy C: The religious leaders then accused Jesus of many things. 

 

Kathy C: Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how 

many charges they bring against you? 

 

Shelly: But Jesus did not reply, so that Pilate was amazed. Now at the 

festival of Passover, Pilate used to release a prisoner for them, 

anyone for whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in 

prison with the rebels who had committed murder during an uprising. 

So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to release a prisoner. 

 

Kathy C: Pilate answered them: “Do you want me to release for you 

the King of the Jews?” 

 

Nancy C: But the religious leaders stirred up the crowd to have them 

shout for Barabbas instead. 

 

Kathy C: Pilate spoke to them again: “Then what do you wish me to 

do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 

 

David C: They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 

 

Kathy C: Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” 

 

Nancy, David and Kathy: “Crucify him, crucify him!” 

 

Jordan: So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the mob, released Barabbas for 

them, and after whipping Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 


